Semester 5 MJC9
Public Policy Models

Public policy models are conceptual
frameworks used to analyze and
understand the policy-making
process. These models help
policymakers, researchers, and
students of public policy to identify
the key factors that influence policy
decisions and outcomes. Here, we
will discuss some of the major
public policy models:

1. Rational Choice Model

The rational choice model assumes
that policymakers make decisions
based on rational calculations of



costs and benefits. This model
posits that policymakers have clear
goals, perfect information, and the
ability to rank alternatives.

Key assumptions

- Policymakers are rational actors

- Policymakers have complete
information

- Policymakers can rank alternatives

2. Incrementalism Model

The incrementalism model, also
known as the "muddling through'
approach, suggests that
policymakers make decisions by
making small, incremental changes



to existing policies.
Key assumptions

- Policymakers lack complete
information

- Policymakers are risk-averse

- Policymakers prioritize stability
and predictability

3. Groupthink Model

The groupthink model suggests that
policymakers are influenced by
group dynamics, leading to a narrow
range of options and a lack of
critical thinking.

Key assumptions



- Group cohesion is prioritized over
critical thinking

- Policymakers are susceptible to
group pressure

- Alternative perspectives are
suppressed

4. Elite Theory Model

The elite theory model posits that
policy decisions are made by a
small group of powerful elites who
prioritize their own interests.

Key assumptions

- Power is concentrated in the hands
of a few individuals



- Elites prioritize their own interests
- The general public has limited
influence

5. Systems Model

The systems model views the policy-
making process as a complex
system with inputs, throughputs,

and outputs.

Key components

- Inputs: demands and supports
from the environment

- Throughputs: the policy-making
process

- Outputs: policy decisions and
outcomes



6. Advocacy Coalition Framework
(ACF)

The ACF model suggests that policy
decisions are influenced by
coalitions of advocacy groups who
share similar beliefs and values.

Key assumptions

- Policy decisions are shaped by
coalitions

- Coalitions are driven by shared
beliefs and values

- Coalitions engage in strategic
Interactions
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The punctuated equilibrium model
suggests that policy change occurs
in rapid, dramatic shifts, often in
response to external events or
crises.

Key assumptions

- Policy change is often sudden and
dramatic

- External events or crises can
trigger policy change

- Policy stability is maintained by
institutional and cognitive barriers

Conclusion



Public policy models provide a
range of perspectives on the policy-
making process. Each model has its
strengths and weaknesses, and no
single model can capture the
complexity of policy-making. By
understanding these models,
policymakers and researchers can
better analyze and influence policy
decisions.
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Discussion Questions:

1. Which public policy model do you
think is most relevant to
contemporary policy-making? Why?
2. How do different models
prioritize the role of power and
influence in policy-making?

3. What are the implications of the
punctuated equilibrium model for
policymakers seeking to drive policy
change?

Further Reading:



- Read Sabatier's (2007) chapter on
the Advocacy Coalition Framework
for a more in-depth analysis of
coalition dynamics.

- Birkland's (2015) book provides a
comprehensive overview of the
policy process and various policy
models.

- Howlett and Ramesh's (2003) book
offers a detailed analysis of policy
cycles and subsystems.









